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Ambassador Conminends Order 


LETTER TO GORRASI 


The Order Sons of Italy in America was commended for its 
work in fostering harmonious relations between the United States 
and Italy, by G. Frederick Reinhardt, newly appointed ambassador 


to Italy. 


Ambassador Reinhardt, prior to his departure to Italy to assume 


Gorrasi: 


REINHARDT 


his duties, expressed the sentiment in the follow- 
ing letter sent to Supreme Venerable Joseph 


Dear Mr. Gorrasi: 

During my consultations here in Washington 
preparatory to entering upon my duties as am- 
bassador to Italy, I have learned of the im- 
portant contribution which your organization, 
and others like it, makes towards re-enforcing 
the ties of friendship and understanding which 
exist between Italy and the United States. Or- 
ganizations such as yours have played and con- 
tinue to play so noteworthy a part in our rela- 
tions, that I feel my understanding of Italy 
would not be complete without an understand- 
ing of the work you do. 

For that reason I had hoped to be able to 


see you before my departure for Rome, but unfortunately, I 
. will be in New York only two days, April 21 and 22, and I am 
afraid that the pressure of time would preclude my calling on 
you. I look forward to the time when I will have the opportunity 
and the pleasure of making your acquaintance and of learning 
from you something of the aims and activities of your organi- 


zation. 


Sincerely yours, 
G. Frederick Reinhardt 


Unification Of Italy 


- Order Observes Anniversary 


The Order’s. national observ- 
ance of Italy’s 100th anniversary 
of unification was being observed 
in New York as this issue went 
to press. ‘ 

The celebration, sponsored by 
the Supreme Lodge, included a 
visit to the Order’s Garibaldi- 
Meucci Memorial Museum on 
Staten Island, and a banquet at 
the Commodore Hotel. 

Delegations from a number of 
Grand Lodges were expected to 
attend the celebration. Among 
them were the Grand Lodges of 
Massachusetts, New York, Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware, Connecticut, 
Maryland, Ohio, Rhode Island, 
Virginia and West Virginia. 


Assistant Grand Venerable 
Americo V. Cortese of Philadel- 
phia, president of the National 
Historical Society and the Gari- 
baldi-Meucci Memorial Museum, 
and Judge Carmine A. Ventiera 
of Brooklyn, Grand Venerable of 
New York, were in charge of ar- 
rangements. Others who assisted 
were Grand Recording Secre- 
tary Gregorio A. Morabito of 
Mount Vernon, and Grand Re- 
cording Secretary Ernest L. Biagi 
of Philadelphia. 

OSIA NEWS will carry com- 
plete photo and news coverage 
of the celebration in the June 
issue. 


Public Relations Network 


Effective Work On State Level 


How State public relations 
chairmen effectively supplement- 
ed the work of the National 
Committee .on Public Relations 


was demonstrated recently in the 
project concerned with the 
Order’s campaign aimed at elimi- 
nating the stereotyping of Ital- 
jans as criminals. 

National Public Relations 
Chairman A. Alfred Marcello 
issued a special publicity release 
to all State public relations 
chairmen concerned with the 
American. Broadcasting Com- 
pany’s change in programming 
in “The Untouchables” series. 

State chairmen were asked to 
give the release the widest pos- 
sible publicity. They were asked 
to contact editors and newspap- 


ers in their respective areas 
and further that the release be 
published in the various news- 
papers throughout their respec- 
tive State. 

Ex-Grand Venerable Joseph B. 


Silverio of Allston, public rela- 
tions chairman for the Massa- 
chusetts Order, and Grand Ad- 
ministrative Secretary Mrs. Jo- 
sephine Lavey of Welland, public 
relations chairman for the On- 
tario Order, informed Marcello 
by letter that both Grand Lodges 
had complied with his request. 
Silverio notified the National 
Public Relations Committee that 
copies of the special release had 
been mailed to all weekly and 
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BAY STATE GOVERNOR MAKES HISTORY 


Gov. John A. Volpe signs bill making Columbus Day a full legal holiday in Massachusetts. 
Standing, left to right, State Sen. Mario Umana East Boston, sponsor of the measure; First Assistant 
Grand Venerable Peter E. Donadio, Dorchester; Albert A. Maino, secretary of the National Public 
Relations Committee, Worcester; Supreme Venerable Joseph Gorrasi, Woburn, and Second Assis- 
tant Grand Venerable Mrs. Madeline Miceli, Medford. 


Columbus Day In Massachusetts 


It's Nowa Full Holiday | 


BOSTON—Gov. John A. Volpe last month at cere- 
monies in the State House attended by representatives of 
the Supreme Lodge and the Grand Lodge, signed:a bill 
making Columbus Day, October 12, a full holiday in Mas- 


sachusetts. 

The signing of the new bill 
culminated several years’ work 
by the Massachusetts Order, 
other Italian-American organiza- 
tions and several legislators to 
have Columbus Day made a full 
legal holiday. 

State Sen. Mario Umana of 
East Boston, a member of the 
Order, was the sponsor of the 
bill. 

The bill nearly met with suc- 
cess in 1956. A final tally on the 
much-debated bill showed it had 
been defeated by one vote. 

The Grand Lodge of Massa- 
chusetts, led by a number of 
Grand Venerables in succession, 
backed the bill each year it was 
introduced. 

Attending the signing cere- 
monies were Supreme Venerable 
Joseph Gorrasi, Woburn; Albert 
A. Maino, Worcester, secretary of 
the National Public Relations 
Committee; First Assistant 


Grand Venerable Peter E. Dona- 
dio Dorchester, representing 
Grand Venerable Paul A. D’Agos- 
tino, who was unable to attend 
because of illness; Second As- 
sistant Grand Venerable Mrs. 
Madeline Miceli, Medford, and 
Senator Umana. 

The new measure adds _ the 
October 12 holiday to a list of 
seven others on which the “Sun- 
day Laws” apply. 

Prior to this year, Columbus 
Day was a half-holiday and the 
Sunday Laws were observed from 
7 a.m. to 1 p.m. The Sunday Laws 
on October 12 will now be in ef- 
fect from midnight to midnight. 

Other full holidays in the Bay 
State are, New Year’s Day, Mem- 
orial Day, July 4, Veteran’s Day, 
Labor Day, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. 

According to the World Alma- 
nac, October 12, Columbus Day, 
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Record In Black And White 


Starting on page 3 of this issue will be found 
indisputable proof of what the Order Sons of Italy 


in America has done over a period of years “to de- 
fend the good name of the Italian people.” 
Every member of the Order should read this com- 


plete record. 


Roma odaa 
Gives *5,000 


For Home 


BALTIMORE, Md. — Regional 
Chairman William Amoroso, on 
behalf of Roma Lodge No. 71 of 
Washington, D.C., presented a 
check for $5,000 to Gov. John A. 
Volpe of Massachusetts, general 
chairman of the National Memo- 
rial Home fund drive. 


The presentation by Amoroso, 
who is venerable of Roma Lodge, 
was made at a banquet at which 
Governor Volpe was recipient of 
the “Ameritan” award conferred 
by the Grand Lodge of Maryland. 


(Editor’s Note: Full coverage 
of the event will be published 
in the June issue of OSIA 
NEWS.) 


The Roma Lodge’s contribution 
to the Home fund, which far 
surpassed its quota of $1,200, was 
raised through personal solicita- 
tion of 203 contributors, must of 
whom are members of the lodge. 
This is the first remittance made 
by the lodge’s Home fund com- 
mittee. 

Ralph Urciolo and Alfonso 
Tana are chairman and assistant 
chairman, respectively, of the 
soliciting committee. Others are 
Fred Marchionna, treasurer; Mrs. 
Marina Cooper, secretary; Mr, 
and Mrs. Louis Carta, Antonio 
Cestone, Oswaldo Fabrizio, Al- 
fonso Fiore, Mr. and Mrs. Luzo- 
pone, Ex-Venerable and Mrs. Jos- 
eph Sorge, Lawrence Vallario, 
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Rhode Island 


Gov. Notte 
Installation 
Speaker 


EAST PROVIDENCE, R. I. — 

Gov. John A. Notte Jr., was 
principal speaker at the instal- 
lation banquet sponsored by Luce 
Moderna Lodge No. 1112. More 
than 175 persons attended. 

Other speak- 
ers include 
Grand Vener- 
able Luigi; 
Scala, Assis- = 
tant Grand 
Venerable Vin- 
cent J. Bac-; 
cari, General’ 
Treasurer 
Raymond 
Hawksley, 
State Sen. Gil- 
bert T, Rocha 
and Mayor 
Daniel E. 
Marso. 

Officers installed were Sever- 
ino Agresti, venerable; Nicholas 
J. Lombardi, assistant venerable; 
Ernest Agresti, orator; Salvatore 
J. Guglielmo, recording secretary; 
Daniel Baffaro, financial secre- 
tary; Joseph Annella, treasurer; 
Raymond Guglielmo, William 
Merandi, Thomas Calri and An- 
thony Guglielmo, trustees. Re- 
cording Secretary Guglielmo was 
named chairman of the lodge’s 
board of directors. 


PR IN ACTION 


Continued From Page One 


NOTTE 


daily newspapers 
State. 

Mrs. Lavey reported that co- 
pies of the release were sent to 
each lodge public relations -chair- 
man with instructions that a 
copy be sent to all weekly and 
daily newspapers in the com- 
munity. 

In commenting on the work of 
the two State chairmen, Marcello 
said: 

“The work performed by Sil- 
verio and Mrs. Lavey on a parti- 
cular problem of national im- 
portance is evidence that our 
national public relations network 
can be highly successful in mak- 
ing the Order’s work known to 
the general public.” 
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Bay State Contest 
To Select Mother, 
Father of the Year ~- 


BOSTON—The Grand Lodge 
of Massachusetts, through its 
Public Relations Committee, is 
conducting a contest to select 
the Mother and Father of the 
Year within the Bay State 
Order. Each lodge has been 
notified to send in its candi- 
date for the award. Nomina- 
tions must be received by June 
ist. Ex-Grand Venerable Jos- 
eph B. Silverio is chairman of 
public relations. 


Scala Installs 
At Providence 


PROVIDENCE, R. I—Grand 
Venerable Luigi Scala presided at 
the joint instalation of officers 
of Vittoria Lodge No. 585 and 
Columbia Lodies’ Lodge No. 1932, 
He was assisted by Ex-Venerable 


‘Vincent Bucci, who was herald. 


Vittoria Lodge officers seated: 
Anthony T. Lisi, venerable; Car- 
mine Santaniello, assistant ven- 
erable; Edward Carlotti, ex-ven- 
erable; Edmond DiSandro, ora- 
tor; Vincent DeConti, recording 
secretary; Salvatore Petrarca, fi- 


nancial secretary; Antonio Re- 
bussini, treasurer; Michael N. 
Cardarelli, Joseph Conte, An- 


thony Pentarelli, Ernesto Cim- 
orelli, Edward M. Amelio, trus- 
tees; Michael Cipro, Luigi Pelosi, 
masters of ceremony; Antonio 
Lepore, sentinel. 

Columbia Lodge: Mrs. Doro- 
thy Campanini, venerable; Fay 
Owens, assistant venerable; Mrs. 
Theresa Puleo, ex-venerable; 


Louise Santaniello, orator; Mary ~ 


Vona, recording secretary; Mrs. 
Anna Bucci, financial secretary; 
Sarah Maselli, treasurer; Connie 
Cafaro, Camella Ianetta, Mollie 
Capaldi, Angela Rainna, Eljen 
Aceto, trustees; Emma Ianozzi, 
Grace Ciacca, masters of cere- 
mony; Eva Beradinelli, sentinal. 

A social hour was held follow- 
ing the installation. Bucci, chair- 
man of the installation commit- 
tee, was in charge of arrange- 
ments. He was assisted by Ar- 
thur Campopiano, Nino DeSalle 
and Joseph G. Samartano. 


Atty. TTT 
Now Heads 
Grand Lodge 


BAN FRANCISCO — Atty. Al- 
fonso J. Zirpoli of this city suc- 
ceeds Attilio Raeta as Grand 
Venerable of the California 
Order. 

Zirpoli who x 
js a city Su-& 
pervisor, was 
elevated from 
First Assistant § 
Grand Vener- 
able on the} 
resignation of 
Grand Vener- § 
able Raeta, 
accepted by 
the Executive 
Committee of 
the Grand 
Council on 
March 16. 

The new Grand Venerable has 

‘been a member of the California 
Order since 1928 and has held a 
number of offices on the local 
lodge and Grand Lodge level. 
' Grand Venerable Zirpoli has 
been a City Supervisor since 
1957, and a practicing attorney 
for 33 years. 

He received a bachelor of arts 

degree from the University of 
California in 1926. 
’ "Two years later he was awarded 
a JD degree from the School of 
Jurisprudence at the University 
of California and was admitted 
to practice law in this State the 
same year. 

He was admitted to practice 
law before the Supreme Court of 
the United States in 1941. 


Grand Venerable Zirpoli is a 
former assistant district attor- 
ney of the city and county of 
San Francisco, having held the 
office in 1932-33. In 1933 he was 
named Assistant United States 
Attorney for the northern dis- 
trict of California and served for 
11 years. 

Grand Venerable Zirpoli is also 
a recipient of the Republic of 
Italy’s Star of Solidarity medal. 
The honor was conferred in 1951. 


ZIRPOLI 


Philadelphia 


21 Receive Star of Solidarity 


PHILADELPHIA — Count Ed- 
gardo Sogno, Consul General of 
Italy here, presented the Repub- 
lic of Italy’s Star of Solidarity 
medal to 21 prominent members 
of the Italian-American commu- 
nity. They were honored for their 
aid and support given during the 
recent visit of the Italian Navy’s 
school ship ‘Montecuccoli.” 

Recipients were, Supreme 
Trustee Silvio Perrella, Wilkes- 
Barre; Assistant Grand Venera- 
ble James Iannuci, Grand Orator 


Nicholas A. Cipriani, Grand Fi- 
nancial Secretary Josephine Par- 
rillo, Charles Amodei, president 
of the Dante School Commission; 
Paul Trinchitella, FUM commis- 
sioner; Arnold Orsatti, Louis J. 
Amarando, Paul D’Ortona, Aure- 
lio Fabiani, William T. Gennetti, 
Judge Adrian Bonnelly, Armand 
Della Porta, Robert M. Urbani, 
Dr. Vincent. Galizzi, Frank J. 
Anastasio, Angelo Malandra, 
Joseph F. Saitta, Patrick Ros- 
siello, Michele Civitella Jr., and 
Severo Antonelli. 


COLUMBUS DAY FULL HOLIDAY 


Continued From Page One 


is listed as a chief legal or public 
holiday in all states and Puerto 
Rico, with the following excep- 
tions—Alaska, District of Colum- 
bia, Idaho, Maine, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, 
South Dakota, Tennessee and 


Wyoming. It is known as Fra- 
ternal Day in Alabama; Discov- 
ery Day in Indiana and North 
Dakota; Landing Day in Wiscon- 
sin; a memorial day in Arkansas, 
Iowa and Oregon, and it is an 
optional holiday in Michigan and 
Oklahoma. 


1000 At Banquet 


PHILADELPHIA — More than 
1000 persons attended the Sons 
of Italy banquet in the Bellevue- 
Stratford Hotel which climaxed 
the Festival of Italy celebration 
in this city commemorating 
Italy’s 100th anniversary of uni- 
fication. 

Dr. Uguccione Ranieri di Sor- 
bello, of the Italian foreign af- 
fairs ministry, was principal 
speaker. 

Other speakers included Su- 
preme Venerable Joseph Gorrasi 
of Woburn, Mass.; Grand Re- 
cording Secretary Ernest L. 
Biagi; Dr. Edgardo Sogno, consul 
general of Italy; Mayor Richard- 
son Dilworth; Senate President 
Anthony -J. DiSilvestro, repre- 
senting Governor Lawrence; the 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. John V. Tolino, 
grand chaplain of the Pennsyl- 
vania Order, and John J. Turchi, 
chairman, ~ 

Assistant Grand Venerable 

Americo V. Cortese was toast- 
master. President Judge Eugene 
V. Alessandroni, Grand Venera- 
ble, was unable to attend because 
of illness. : 
_ An added highlight was a per- 
formance by I Vivaci, the Grand 
Lodge’s folk-singing group, under . 
the direction of Conductor Carl 
Suppa. 


I Vivaci Perform 


PHILADELPHIA — I Vivaci, 
the Pennsylvania Order’s 45- 
member folk-singing group, were 
featured- at a program of folk 
songs and dances at the closing 
ceremonies of the Festival of 
Italy at the Commercial Museum. 

More than 250,000 people visit- 
ed the more than 30 exhibits on 
the four floors of the Museum 
since the Festival opened on 
January 21 in observance of the 
100th anniversary of Italy’s uni- 
fication. 


Sinatra Lodge Dance 


PHILADELPHIA — Members 
of Frank Sinatra Lodge No. 2103 
will hold their first annual 
dinner-dance on May 27 in the 
Warwick Hotel. Maria Sica, fi- 
nancial secretary, is ticket chair- 
man. Dominic Biancaniello is 
venerable of the lodge. 
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IMPORTERS AND WHOLESALERS ~ 


PHILADELPHIA — Marie | Sica 
of Sons of Italy Lodge No. es 
sponsor of 25 new members, is 
the individual leader in the 
Pennsylvania membership drive 


which thus far has brought in 


382 new members. is 

The top prize in the campaign, 
to be awarded at the conclusion 
of the drive, will be a round trip 1g 
to Italy by jet with Alitalia Air- 
line. This prize will be awarded to 
the individual who sponsors the 


highest number of new members, 
over 200. 


The Grand Lodge Membership 
Committee is offering a number 
of prizes as an incentive for re- 
cruiting members. Individauls 
are issued a coupon for each new 
member initiated which are re- 
deemable in prizes. _ 

Other individuals with 10 or 
more new members sponsored, 
are Frank Nicolette, 22; Victor — 
Rotundo, 15, and C. Spalletti, 11. 


Times Anniversary 


PHILADELPHIA — The Sons 
of Italy TIMES, official organ of 
the Pennsylvania Grand Lodge, 
last month observed its 25th an- 
niversary. The first edition was 
published in April, 1936, and-was 
then called the “Ordine Nuovo,” 
Past editors were Prof. Alphonse 
Ressa, Anthony Bilotti, Prof. Ci- 
pri Romano, and Grand Record- 
ing Secretary Ernest L. Biagi. 
The TIMES is now edited by John © 
Frasca. 


Calendar of Events 


Here is a list of events sched- 
uled for May and June within 
the Pennsylvania Order: 

May 4, Thursday — Most De- 
serving Member Night, ceremony — 
and dinner 6:30 p.m., Sons of 
Italy Ballroom. a 

May 5, Friday — Confirmation me 
of children at Dante School, 
4:30 p.m., Concordville. : 

May 11, Sunday — Annual 
Sagra at Dante School for chil- _ 
dren, Concordville. 

June 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 — Grand 
Lodge Convention, Hotel bac fs 
Pittsburgh. . “ 
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1958 
AUGUST 


“August 4 — An Advisory Bul- 
letin alerted members of the 
Order to a telecast by the Na- 


gram entitled “Is There A Mafia 
‘in The United States?” The pro- 
- gram was scheduled for showing 
on August 29. 


August 18 — A letter to Bud 

_ Rukeyser, NBC press division of- 

ficial, expressed the Order’s con- 

ern over the August 29 telecast 

because the program could con- 

ceivably create a false image of 
Americans of Italian origin. 


1959 - ‘ 
JUNE 


~ 


_ key officials clarified the Order’s 


of Americans of Italian origin by 
_ mewspaper reports misusing the 
5 “word ‘Mafia.’ g 


June 27 — Letters and copies 
of July issue of OSIA NEWS were 
sent to the following advising 
them of the Order’s campaign: 
Governors Foster Furcolo, Mas- 
sachusetts, Christopher DelSesto, 
_ Rhode Island, Michael V. DiSalle, 
~ Ohio, Albert Rosellini, Washing- 
ton; U. S. Sen. John O. Pastore 
- of Rhode Island;. Congressmen 
John H. Dent, Walter M. Mum- 
ma, John A. Lafore Jr., of Penn- 
 sylvania; Delbert L. Latta of 
Ohio; Peter W. Rodino Jr., Hugh 
J. Addonizio of New Jersey; Vic- 
tor L. Anfuso, Alfred E. Santan- 
-gelo, Paul A. Fino of New York; 
Silvio O. Conte of Massachusetts; 
_ Emilio Q@. Daddario, Robert N. 
_ Giaimo of Connecticut. - 


_ June 27—The Associated Press 
- @nd United Press International 
were informed by letter regard- 
ing the Order’s campaign against 
the unsupported use of the word 
Mafia in news stories, : 


4 June 27 — Letter and copies of 
 OSIA NEWS sent to Westbrook 
Pegler, the columnist. The letter 

- prised Pegler for a column in 
which he assailed the misuse of 
the word Mafia and also deplored 
its harmful effect on “the Italian 
community.” 


H 5S June 27 — Letter and copy of 
} £«.OSIA NEWS to Atty. Alvin H. 

-* Goldstein of San Francisco, one- 
‘} . time assistant district attorney 
_ for New York. In a special inves 
ag 


tigation for California authori- ~ 


| _ ties, Goldstein reported that 
| - there was no foundation for 
|, charges that a Mafia existed in 
fe —s- California. 


June 27 — Letter sent to Virgil 
Peterson, chairman of the- Chi- 
- cago Crime Commission and for- 
mer FBI agent, Peterson charged 
that the existence of a Mafia in 
the United States was a myth. 


June 30 — Reply from Virgil 
_ Peterson, who concurred with 
 Order’s campaign, and in addi- 
tion enclosed a copy of his review 
of book, “Brotherhood of Evil: 
‘The Mafia,” in which he sald in 
| part: “(the book) depicts the 
{> ° Mafia as a major factor in 
i _ America’s underworld, a thesis 
} which suffers appreciably when 
subjected to cold analysis.” — 


a une 30 — Reply from U. 8. 
; _ Rep. Paul A. Fino stated his con- 


tional Broadcasting Co. of a pro- ° 


June 11 — Advisory Bulletin to 


position in the campaign to elimi-. 
nate the false image of millions 


What Has Been Done and How It Was Done 
. a ‘ei 

___ (Editor’s Note—Starting on this page is a month-by-month record of the work of the National 
Committee on Public Relations in connection with the Order’s campaign “to defend the good name 
_of the Italian people.” The record begins in August 1958 and ends in March 1961, Prior to August 
1958, however, considerable research was done by the Committee in preparation for the campaign. 
The record is a complete documentary of the Order’s work and speaks for itself. The Committee, of 
course, will continue to carry out the Order’s program as laid down by the Supreme Council). 


JOSEPH GORRASI 


“... The free use of the term 


Mafia has had its effect on the . 


good name of Americans of 
Italian extraction. The term 
Mafia has been used as a sales 
gimmick by press and televi- 
sion, and lends the impression 
that most criminals are Ital- 
ians.” 

(Excerpt from a press inter- 
view given by the Supreme 
Venerable at the Pennsylvania 
Grand Lodge’s convention at 
Reading, Pa., in 1959). 


licity directed against Americans 
of Italian extraction as a result 
of the word Mafia.” ~ 


JULY 


July 1 — Replies from U. 8, 
Representatives Daddario, La- 
fore, Conte and Rodino, com- 
mending the Order for its intelli- 
gent approach to the situation. 


~ July 7 — Letter and copies of 
OSIA NEWS sent to U. S. Atty. 
Gen. William P. Rogers request- 
ing his office: “If such an organ- 
ization as the Mafia does exist, 


then definite proof should be 
made public.” 


July 7 — Letters and copies of 
OSIA NEWS sent to members of 
the McClellan Senate Committee 
which included U. 8. Senators 
John L. McClellan, chairman; 
Karl E. Mundt, Carl T. Curtis, 
John F.’ Kennedy, Sam J. Ervin 
Jr., Frank Church, Homer E, 
Capehart, Barry M. Goldwater, 
and Atty. Robert F. Kennedy, 
chief counsel. Committee mem- 
bers were asked for positive proof 
of existence of Mafia. 


July 7 — Letter to FBI Direc- 
tor J. Edgar Hoover requesting 
statement from his office as to 
alleged existence of the Mafia in 
this country. 


July 10—FBI Director Hoover’s 
reply said: “the FBI does not 
comment upon the origin or an- 


cestry of persons involved in any . 


matter within our jurisdiction.” 


July 10 — Senator Goldwater’s 
reply said in part: “I would quite 
agree with you that there has 
been no substantial evidence pro- 
duced that would support well- 
publicized statements that there 
exists a Mafia in the United 
States.” : 


July 11 — Reply from Senator 
McClellan said: “You ask me now 
if I have definite proof that such 
an organization exists. I can say 
that we do have, I believe, con- 


-clusive proof that syndicated 


crime does exist in some sections 
of the country.” E 


July 15—Reply from Governor 
Furcolo of Massachuseits, stating 
in part: “There has been a great 
deal of talk of the kind you are 
trying to do something about. It 
is an extremely unfortunate situ- 
ation.” 


July 16—Reply from Congress- 


-man Giaimo expressing apprecia- 


tion for. making Order’s views 
known to him. 


July 17 — Reply from Senator 
Kennedy stating he would “give 
careful consideration to sugges- 
tions” contained in July 7 letter. 

July 20 — Reply from Robert 
Kennedy which said in part: 


How It All Started 


Early in 1958 Supreme Ven- 
erable Joseph Gorrasi asked 
the Order’s National Public 
Relations Committee, to look 
into the advisability of the 
Order taking action in a num- 
ber of developments stemming 
from disclosures made by the 
McClellan Senate Committee 
investigating the infiltration of 
gangsters imto the ranks of 
organized labor. 

Several weeks later National 
Public Relations Chairman 
Marcello reported to the Su- 
preme Venerable and on the 
basis of this report, Supreme 
Venerable Gorrasi publicly 
stated that the Order “had uo 
case in the McClellan Commit- 
tee. disclosures,” and that the 
Order’s position would’ be un- 
tenable if representations were 
made to the McClellan group 
when that committee as a2 
semi-judicial body, was expos- 
ing “a vicious condition in 
American life and putting the 
spotlight on the evils that flow 
from a conduct of individuals 
engaged in lawless activities.” 


Followimg this, Marcello was 


instructed by Supreme Venera~- 
ble Gorrasi to keep a sharp 
watch on developments so that 
the Order would be ready at 
the proper time to take what- 
ever action mecessary. 

Over a period of months the 
Public Relations Committee 
monitored newspapers, maga- 
zines as well as radio and tele- 
vision, garnering evidence 


_ which was beginning to show 


that a definite pattern was in 
the making and. the time had 
come for the Order to act. 

By Spring of 1959 the Order 
had enough evidence to move 
and the machinery was set into 
motion. The Order prepared ita 
case carefully and in the July 
1959 issue of OSIA NEWS, 
members were-told that the 
Order was embarking on 2 
campaign to puncture the myth 
of the Mafia, . 

Since then there have been 
a steady stream of develop- 
ments in our campaign. And 
through the columns of OSIA 
NEWS the National Public. 
Relations Committee is pre- 
senting factual material for the 
record for everyone to see. 


Reasons For This Report 


By A. ALFRED MARCELLO, Chairman 
National Committee on Public Relations 


The National Public Relations Committee of the 
Order Sons of Italy in America in collaboration with 


OSIA NEWS presents in this issue a s 


on the Order’s campaign to change 

the unfavorable image of the Italian 
eople created by certain writers and 
elevision crime shows. 

Our purpose in this presentation is 
two-fold — (1) to show the broad 
scope of the Order’s work, and (2) 
to give members of the Order a handy 
reference of what has been done and 
how it was done. Our presentation 
is in the form of a supplement, easily 
detached from the remainder of the 
May 1961 issue. We urge our readers 
to keep this special supplement and 
use it whenever necessary to show 
others indisputable proof of our work 


pecial report 


2 


to “ defend the good name of the Italian people.” 

What we present here is culled from the files of 
the National Public Relations Committee and the 
pages of OSIA NEWS over a period of several years. 
Each item presented in this supplement is docu- 
mented with letters, etc., in possession of the Na- 


tional Public Relations Committee. 
ER SRST 


- . .-the general lumping of 
Itallan-Americans of this coun- 
try into any category is perver- 
sion of the truth, as we have 
repeatedly pointed out.” 


July 21 — Letter to Desi Arnaz 
of Desilu Productions, Inc., pro- 


testing misuse of word “Mafia” 
in “The Untouchables” episodes, 


July 21 — Letter to Mark W. 
Cresap Jr., president of Westing- 
house Electric Corp., stating Or- 
der’s position in campaign to curb 
misuse of word Mafia. 


July 21 — Letter to.Louls C. 
Cowan, president of Columbia 
Broadcasting System Television 
Network presenting Order’s ob- 
jections to unwarrented use of 
word Mafia in television pro- 
grams. 


July 22 — Reply from Aity. 
Alvin H. Goldstein, San Fran- 
cisco, who said: “You are right- 
fully concerned with the possi- 
bility that widespread public 
acceptance of the Mafia myth 
has stimulated prejudice against 
persons of Italian descent.” 


July 25 — Letters sent to U. 8. 
Atty. Gen. William P. Rogers, 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
and Chief Counsel Robert F. 
Kennedy of the Senate Select 
Committee, apprising them. of 
progress of Order’s campaign, 


July 25 — Letters sent to fol- 
lowing to keep them abreast of 
Order’s campaign: Governors 
Furcolo, DelSesto, DeSalle, Rosel- 
lini and Edmund Brown of Cali- 
fornia; U. S. Senator Pastore, 
and Congressmen Dent, Mumma, 
Lafore, Latta, Fino, Santangelo, 
Anfuso, Addonizio, Rodino, Conie, 
Giaimo and Daddario. 


July 23 — Letter protesting 
misuse of word Mafia to editor 
of Los Angeles (Calif.) Times in 
connection with a murder probe, 


July 25 — Letter to Attorney 
Goldstein of San Francisco, ap- 
prising him of progress of Order’s 
campaign. 


July 27 — Letter to U. S. At- 
torney General Rogers requesting 
reply to letter of July 7. 


July 27 — Letter to Senator 
Kennedy informing him that ac- 
tion was contemplated at forth- 
coming (August) Supreme Lodge 


Convention concerning irrespon- 
sible misuse of word Mafia. 


July 29 — Letter received from 
Dale McFeathers, vice president 
of Westinghouse Electric Corp., 
stating in-part “. . . letters and 
actions such as yours constitute 
@ guide in selection of future 
scripts for our programs and they 
are being called to the attention 
of executives directly responsible 
for programming.” 


July 29—Reply from Congress- 
man Anfuso who enclosed copy 
of Congressional Record which 
contained his statement on defa- 
mation of Italian-Americans, and 
an enclosure of his letter to At- 
torney General Rogers requesting 
a “full and complete investiga- 
tion” of the matter. 


July 29 — Reply received from 
U. S. Attorney General Rogers to 
letter of July 7 which said in 
part: “. .. I want to state that 
to my knowledge there is no na- 
tional crime syndicate consisting 
solely of criminals of any par- 
ticulary national origin.” 


July 30 — Letter received from 


Herbert A. Carlberg, director of. 


editing at CBS-TV, which said 
in part: “We heartily endorse 


-your objective of disassociatin 


the Italian ‘image’ from crimin 
stereotypes.” 


AUGUST 


August 4 — Letter and copies 
of July and August issue sent to 
Robert W. Sarnoff, board chair- 
man of the National Broadcast- 
ing Co., apprising him of Order’s 
campaign, 


August 4 — Letter to Henry 


Ford 1 of Ford Motor Co., stating — 


Order’s position in objecting to 
the misuse of the word Mafia, 
and asked Ford Motor Co., to 
delete a proposed telecast in the 
Ford television series basing its 
theme on the alleged Mafia. - 


August 4 — Letter to Hubbell 


Robinson, Productions, Inc.; pro- — 


ducers of Ford Motor Co., tele- 
vision programs, advising the 
producers of the Order’s cam- 
paign. 


August 4 — Reply from Gov. 
Edmund G, Brown of California, 
stating: “ ... the group which is 
often referred to as the Mafia 
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... does not reflect in any way 


upon Americans of Italian de- 
scent.” 


August 12 — Reply from Sen- 
ator Kennedy in which he said: 
“Tt is a source of concern to me, 


as I know it is to you, that there ~ 


has been so much irresponsibility 
in the use of the designation 
‘Mafia.’ Italian-Americans have 
always made major contributions 
to our history, our culture, and 
our very security. Any attempt to 
stigmatize Italians or their Amer- 
ican descendants by the loose 
application of a word of oppro- 
brium must not be _ counte- 
nanced.” 


August 13 — Letter from John 
R. Bowers, of Ford Motor Co., 
which said: “At the present time 
it is most unlikely that the re- 
ported program on the Mafia will 
be produced .. . sentiments ex- 
pressed in your letter have been 
and will continue to be given 
every consideration in this and 
any other instances which may 
come up.” 


August 18—Reply from Robert 
W. Sarnoff, board chairman of 
NBC, which said: “The agency 
(Hubbell Robinson Productions, 
Inc.) has advised me that if any 
erime show is done in the Ford 
series the show will not reflect 
on any national or racial group.” 


August 24—Press release issued 
to national wire services an- 
nouncing adoption of resolution 
at Supreme Convention (Boston) 
which gave the Supreme Venera- 
ble power to take “positive and 
lawful steps” to combat movie 
and television producers who 
“persist in unfair practice of 
stereotyping a nationality group.” 
The resolve also called for a 
“Jawful boycott” of products of 


sponsors of programs, if neces-- 


sary, to end current trend of 
violence in stories, Italian names 
for characters playing hoodlums 
and reference to word “Mafia” in 
scripts. 


August 25 — Reply from U. S. 
Representative Giaimo, stating: 
“The objective you have set is a 
meritorious one.” 


OCTOBER 


Ociober 1 — Advisory Bulletin 
alerted members to a new weekly 
television series, “‘The Untouch- 

~~ ables,” to begin October 15 on 
the American Broadcasting Com- 
pany Television Network. Mem- 
bers were alerted to a course of 
action if the series. villified 
the good name of millions of 

law abiding Italian-Americans. 
Names of the sponsors of new 
series were included in the bul- 
letin. 


October 22 — Advisory Bulletin 
informed members to telecast of 
October 29, in “The Untouch- 
ables” series entitled “The Noise 
of Death,” on ABC, advertised as 
dealing with the alleged Mafia. 
Members were asked to write let- 

. ters of protest to ABC, the spon- 
sors, and to Walter Winchell, 


PRESIDENT KENNEDY 


. Any attempt to stigma- 
tize Italians or their American 
descendants by the loose appli- 
eation of a word of opprobium 
must not be countenanced.” 

(In a letter to National Pub- 
lic Relations Chairman Mar- 
cello while a member of the 
U. S. Senate). 


narrator of the series. (Editor’s 
note: Program was cancelled on 
night scheduled for viewing with- 
out an explanation by ABC.) 


NOVEMBER 


November 4 and 5 — Letters 
sent to all nine sponsors of “The 
Untouchables” series requesting 
they withdraw their sponsorship 
of ‘The Noise of Death” episode. 


November — Letter to news- 
paper columnist Walter Winchell, 
narrator of “The Untouchables” 
series, explaining Order’s stand 
on the irresponsible misuse of the 
word “Mafia.” (Winchell never 
replied to this letter.) 


DECEMBER 


~ 


December 7 — Press release 
received from WBZ-TV, Boston 
which announced an episode in 
“This Man Dawson” series would 
deal with the alleged Mafia, was 
to be shown December 10. Spon- 


sor of the series was H. P. Hood. 


& Sons. 


December 8 — Telephone call 
made to Boston office, H. P. Hood 
é& Sons. Order’s campaign was 
explained, and request was made 
of company to cancel particular 
telecast. 


December 9 — Letter received 
from J. F. Corcoran, public rela- 
tions manager for H. P. Hood & 
Sons, in which he said: “In view 
of your request, we have decided 
not to televise the film this week.” 


December 14 — Letter to H. P. 
Hood & Sons, expressing appre- 


Pegler and ‘Callow Journalism’ 


Looking back on the early days of the Order's campaign 
the following quote by Westbrook Pegler, nationally known 


) 


conspiracy, 
slitting. 


PEGLER 


Ti. Ient term is 
country.” 


OSIA NEWS 


columnist, was culled from the: columns of 
the July 1959 OSIA NEWS edition: 

“What has come over us that we go 
into sustained hysterics over a self-conjured 
mystery surrounding a steakfry at Apalachin 

. The term gangster and the evil label 
‘Mafia’ has been tossed at the whole Italian- 
American community in a way to insinuate 
that they are pre-disposed to abduction, 
commereial vice and throat- 


“This is a cops-and-robbers fake of 
callow journalism unsupported by the FBI 
or any other honest police force. No equiva- 
used against another 


‘racial’ group in this 
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re 


ciation for its cooperation in 


- eancelling program in question. 


December 18 — Letter sent to 
Grand Venerable Humphrey W. 


Serritella of Chicago, member 
National Public Relations Com- 
mittee, requesting he protest to 
police officials and newspapers 
who made unsupported charges 


attributing Roger Touhy killing 
to so-called Mafia. 


December 30 — Telephone call 
to officials at ABC on learning 


that “The Noise of Death” epi- 
sode in ‘““‘The Untouchables” series 
was scheduled’ to be televised 
January 14. Official protest was 
lodged on behalf of the Order. 


December 31 — Repeated tele- 
phone calls made to ABC. Each 
time caller was advised that per- 
son to whom call should go to 
was “out.” 


1960 
JANUARY 


January 1 — On instructions 
from the public relations com- 
mittee, members of the Order 
sent letters of protests to ABC 
and sponsors of “The Untouch- 
ables,” requesting cancellation of 
the “Noise of Death” telecast. 


January 4 — Advisory Bulletin 
informed members that “The 
Noise of Death” episode would be 
telecast January 14. Members 
were asked to “blackout” their 
television sets on evening of 
January 14 and also to institute 
a lawful boycott of products of 
sponsors, 


January 4 — Advisory Bulletin 
mailed to Associated Press, Unit- 
ed Press International and 
Italian-American newspapers ex- 
plaining Order’s stand on Janu- 
ary 14 telecast’ of ‘‘The Noise of 
Death.” 


January 4 — Letter sent to 
Atty. Gen. Edward J. McCormack 
Jr., of Massachusetts, outlining 
Order’s position in campaign to’ 
curb misuse of word Mafia in 
investigation of unsolved crimes. 


January 5 — Letter sent to 
Walter Winchel, columnist and 
narrator of “The Untouchables” 
series, requesting that he dis- 
associate himself from “The 
Noise of Death” telecast. 


January 6 — Letter sent to 
Gov. Abraham Ribicoff of Con- 
necticut which protested unsup- 
ported charges made by Connec- 
ticut State Police officials attrib- 
uting a slaying to the Mafia. 


January 6 — Letter to Grand 
Venerable Edwin T. Chariott of 
South Norwalk, Conn., requesting 
him to protest to Governor Ribi- 
coff for unsupported charges 
made by Connecticut State Police 
officials regarding the misuse of 
word Mafia. 


January 8 — Letter to Henry 
R. Luce, editor-in-chief of Life 
Magazine protesting unsupported 
charge in a staff article which 
stated “Mafia operations are con- 
centrated almost entirely in the 
United States and Sicily.” 


January 9 — Press release to 
the Associated Press and the 


“United Press International an- 


nouncing Order’s lawful boycott 
of products of sponsors of “The 
Untouchables.” : 


January 19 — Letter to R. E. 
Cordiner, chairman of the board 
of General Electric Co., com- 
mending company for presenta- 
tion of telecast on General Elec- 
tric Theatre January 17 entitled 
“The Committeeman.” 


January 20 — Letter to George 
H. Godbeer, editor of the Fitch- 
burg Sentinel, Fitchburg, Mass., 
in protest to an editorial termed 
by the Order as ‘“‘one of the most 
vicious pieces of newspaper work 

. it is slander and libel of the 
worst possible form.” 


January 20 — Letter to Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts request- 
ing it make a “strong official 


~— 


in part: 


In this issue we present a ‘bill of particulars’ in the case 


of ‘The Mafia - U.S.A.’ 


“This bill ef particulars charges a certain segment in_ this 
country with the gross crime of ‘brainwashing’ the American A 
public to the point where a great many ‘persons, however their 
roots, are beginning to accept pure, unadulterated fiction as ‘fact.’ 

“This situation, in our humble opinion, has created one of 
the greatest challenges ever to face men and women of Italian 


origin in this country. 


“Posterity will either record that we met this challenge with 


courage or conviction or that we failed because we could not — 


face up to our problem realistically.” 


protest” to editor of Fitchburg 
Sentinel. 


January 25 — Letter to Henry 
Ford II of Ford Motor Company 
commending company for its 
television presentation of Janu- 
ary 19 entitled “Crime, Inc.,” 
which pointed out that no one 
nationality has a monopoly on 
crime. 


FEBRUARY 


February 4 — Letter to editor 
of Star-Beacon newspaper, of 
Ashtabula, Ohio, protesting letter 
carried by Star-Beacon as ‘‘de- 
trimental and harmful to best 
interests of Italian-Americans.” 


February 5 — Letter received 
from George M. Dalen, head of 
institutional programs operation 
for General Electric Co., thank- 
ing the Order for expressing 
praise of company’s television 
production of January 19. 


February 10 — Letter received 
from Page d’Aulnay for the Edi- 
tors of Life Magazine, who said 
Life series on World Crime, writ- 
ten by staff writer Herbert Brean, 
describes the alleged Mafia as 
“principally a way of life shared 
by groups of lawbreakers who 
understand and trust one another 
and who work together for mu- 
tual safety.” Mr. d’Aulnay also 
said Life Magazine does not be- 
lieve in the term “Italian gang- 
ster.” He said “this is a libel on 
the Italian people who are no 
more disdainful of the law than 
the inhabitants of any other 
country,’ adding, “in Italy, 
erimes of violence are _ infre- 
quent 27 


February 12 — Letter received 
from Sol Kolach, New England 
director of the Anti-Defamation 
League of B’nai B’rith, pursuant 
to telephone conversation con- 
cerning Order’s campaign in 
which Mr. Kolach suggested the 
Order meet with national ADL 
officials in New York City. 


February 12 — Letter to Na- 
tional Director Benjamin R. Ep- 
stein of ADL in which committee 
discussed Order’s campaign and 
asked assistance of ADL. Also 
enclosed was a resolution adopted 
by the Supreme Council Execu- 
tive Committee which met earlier 
at Providence, R. I. The resolu- 
tion condemned “recent anti- 
Semitic acts of vandalism.” 


February 16 — Letter from Mr. 
Kolach, also thanking Order for 
its resolution and for taking a 
public stand condemning anti- 
Semitic incidents. 


February 29 — Letter to ADL 
National Director Epstein re- 


. ground information on origin of 


questing a meeting between the 
Order and ADL be held in April. 


MARCH 


March 3 — Advisory Bulletin - 
sent to members to keep them ~ 


informed on the progress of the 
campaign. It also informed mem- 
bers that several new organiza- 
tions had joined in the fight to 
combat the “stereotyping of 
Italians as criminals.” Members 
were urged to watch for “repeats” 
in “‘The Untouchables” series be- 
cause of a labor dispute involving 
producers of the series for ABC, 


March 14 — Letter from Dr, 
Joseph L. Lichten of ADL sug= 
gested April 30 as date for pro- 
posed meeting between Order and 
ADL. 


March 21 — Letter from Dr. 
Lichten stating that Savoy Hilton 
Hotel would be meeting site. — 


March 25 — Letter to Dr. Lich- 
ten confirming date and place 
of meeting. 


3 7 

March 29 — Letter to Walter 
H. Nolan, executive secretary of 
the Massachusetts Commission 
Against Discrimination, to file 
protest against publisher of Berk= — 
shire Eagle in Pittsfield, for ~ 
prejudicial remarks made by 
eolumnist Frank V. McCarthy. 


March 29 — Letter td Donald 
B. Miller, publisher of Berkshire 


Eagle to protest remarks by 
columnist McCarthy. 
APRIL 

April 8 — Advisory Bulletin 


informed members that Italian 
movie producer, Frederico Fellini, 
planned to produce a film en- 
titled “‘The Dirty Face of Crime.* 
The proposed film was to have 
centered around a “gangster= 
hoodlum deported from the U. S. 
to his native Italy.” Order made 
strong representations to officials 
of the Italian government, pro- 
testing that the position of the 
Order would be untenable if the © 
film were to be shown in U.S. . 

when completed. (The Order was 
successful in having the producer 
cancel the proposed film.) 


April 15 — Letter from Dr. 
Lichten of ADL confirming April 
30th as the meeting date for 
Order and ADL. 


April 25 — Telephone call from 
Grand Venerable Attilio Raeta of 
San Francisco, requesting back- 


x 


Mafia in Sicily, and progress of 
Order's campaign to dispel Mafia 
myth in U. S. 


April 27 — Letter from Grand 
Venerable Raeta stating he was 
scheduled to appear for television 
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Pageant Explodes The ‘Myth’ 


In May 1960 Pageant Magazine carried an article written — 
by Joseph N. Bell, entitled “Exploding the Mafia Myth.” oy 
The author, in writing of the existence of a so-called Mafia 


organization in the United States, interviewed Virgil Peterson, 


director of the Chicago Crime Commission. Peterson, a former 
FBI agent, said in the article: 
“I have seen no evidence that the Mafia controls organ- 

ized crime either in Chicago or nationally. Available facts 


>" 


point to the contrary and actually refute the existence of the oe 


Mafia in Chicago and minimize its importance elsewhere 


this country.” 


y 
t 
¥ 


Sy, 


: 


“J have read most of the articles and the books that have 


_ been written about the Mafia in the last 15 or 20 years and I 


have found they have all been based on information supplied by 
agents of the Federal Narcotics Bureau. These agents have testi- 
fied in public hearings at Senate investigations and Congressional 
investigations. They have helped te build up the spector of a 
Mafia and I think there is a very good reason why they do that. 

_ “The Federal Narcotics Bureau is a poor country cousin of 
the FBI. They have to go down to Congress year after year for 
an appropriation . 
Congress, but the Federal Narcotics Bureau has to justify their 


_ existence, They have to show the work they are doing is worth- 
while. Now it helps them in getting money from Congress to 
allow the vision of an international organization, an internation- 


al criminal syndicate which controls the distribution of narcotics 
all over the world. 

. - No such secret organization (as the Mafia) could exist 
for very-long in this country with the efficient law enforcement 
we have... There isn’t any one organization involved in crime, 
on such a wide basis as the Mafia is supposed to exist, that could 
last two weeks against our law enforcement.” 


Virgil J. Peterson, a former FBI agent and now chairman of 
the Chicago Crime Commission: 


“... I question the existence of the Mafia as an organiza- 


tion as it was originally known, as it originally existed in Sicily, 
going back to the 13th Century. 

“~, .. I have never seen any convincing evidence of the 
existence of the Mafia as an organization which governs organ- 
ized crime today.” 


Frank McGee, NBC commentator, who narrated a documentary : 
film of the Mafia, telecast August 29, 1958: 


“ And we’ve come to the conclusion that the Mafia in this 
country is a foolish and distracting myth ... We arrived at 
this conclusion long before being petitioned by organized groups 
of Americans of Italian descent. We sympathized then and now 
with their resentment at being stigmatized with the label, Mafia, 


- but their complaints—made before knowing what we were going 


as ‘crime experts ane others on the Order's campaten! 
re are several quotes taken from the bgpes of the Order’s national 
Publication: . 


William J. Keating, nace Assistant District outs ee and 
Colmsel for the New York Crime Commission: 


.. The FBI has no trouble getting money from — 


to say have not changed one word of this report.” 
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interview with commentator Paul 
Coates on KTTV in Hollywood 
on April 28. 


MAY 


May 4—Letter to Victor Reisel, 
newspaper columnist, commend- 
ing him for his column of May 4 
“for the forthwright manner in 
which you handled the delicate 
problem of the so-called Mafia.” 


May 4 — Letter from Walter H. 
Nolan of the Massachusetts Com- 
Mission Against Discrimination, 
relative to Order’s protest of 
Berkshire Eagle columnist, which 
said in part: “the publisher ex- 
pressed regret at the misunder- 
standing and assured the Com- 
mission that his policy is one 
directed at overcoming and sup- 
pressing racial, ethnical and reli- 
gious prejudice.” 


May 5 — Press release issued 
which carried information on 
meeting the Order held with 
officials of ADL in New York 
City. y 


May 23—Letter from Dr. Lich- 
ten of ADL relative to points 
discussed at April 30th meeting 

_in compiling documented mate- 
rial against certain television 
shows and newspaper publishers. 


| y May 23 — Letter from Grand 

a Venerable Raeta of San Fran- 
E 4 cisco, reporting that information 
te : given to him by Order’s commit- 

a tee proved valuable on television 
interview, and that he was able 
to clarify a number of miscon- 
ceptions relative to the Mafia 
myth in this country. 


JUNE 


mittee prepared a ‘bill of parti- 
culars, against Hearst news- 
- papers, whose news stories for a 
number of months had used the 
word Mafia unsupported by fact. 


June 7 — On instructions from 
Supreme Venerable Gorrasi, let- 
ters were sent to all Grand Ven- 
erables requesting appointment 
of state and subordinate lodge 


June 1—Public Relations Com- 


national public relations network 
for the Order. 


June 23 — Letter from Califor- 
nia Grand Venerable Raeta, stat- 


ing: “my appearance gn televi- 
sion program was received en- 
thusiastically all over California.” 
Raeta was interviewed by com- 
mentator Paul Coates on KTTV, 
Hollywood, relative to the Order’s 
campaign to dispel the Mafia 
myth. 


June 28 — Public Relations 
Committee completed a dossier 


against the American Broadcast 


ing Company for presenting tele- 
vision programs creating a false 
image of the Italian-American 
people through constant stereo- 
typing of Italians as criminals. 


June 29—Letter to Grand Ven- 
~erable Raeta of San Francisco, 
requesting tape of television in- 
terview over KTTV. 


* June 29 — Advisory Bulletin 
alerted members to progress of 
Order’s campaign. 


JULY 


July 1 — Letter from Dr. Lich- 
ten of ADL confirming receipt of 
dossier on ABC. 


July 19 — The Order’s commit-~ 


tee prepared a dossier, or ‘bill of 
particulars,’ charging the Satur- 
day Evening Post with contribut- 
ing to the Mafia myth in publish- 
ing an article entitled, “How We 
Bagged The Mafia,” written by 
Milton R. Wessel. 


July 19 — A letter and copy of 
the Saturday Evening Post dos- 
sier was sent to President Judge 
Eugene V, Alessandroni, Grand 
Venerable of the Pennsylvania 
Order, with a request to have an 
officer of the Grand Lodge meet 
with the Post personnel to discuss 
the “bill of particulars.” 


July 25 — Letter from Robert 
Fuoss, executive editor of the 
Saturday Evening Post, in reply 
to letter of July 19. Mr. Fuoss said 
in part: “We come then to the 
question of fact: Is there a Mafia 


or isn’t there? On that score I 
public relations committees for . can only suggest that I forward 
purpose of establishing a 


your letter and enclosures to 


cs ' 
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WILLIAM P, ROGERS 


. I want to state that to 
my knowledge there is not a 
national crime syndicate con- 
sisting solely of criminals of 
any particular nationality 
group.” 
(Excerpt from a letter writ- 
ten to National Public Rela- 


tions Chairman Marcello by 
Rogers while serving as Attor- 
ney General of the United 
States in the Eisenhower ad- 
ministration) . 


Milton Wessel 
article.)” 


(author of the 


we 
July 27 — Letter to Mr. Fuoss, 
approving request of July 25. 


July 27 — Letter sent to Judge 
Alessandroni requesting contact 
be made with Saturday Evening 
Post officials. 


July 27 — Letter to Supreme 
Venerable Gorrasi apprising him 
of Post matter. 


July 28 — Letter received from 
Judge Alessandroni stating that 
Assistant Grand Venerable Amer- 
ico V. Cortese had been assigned 


' to meet with Post personnel. 


AUGUST 


August 11—Letter from Milton 
R Wessel, author of Saturday 
Evening Post article. His letter 
said in part: “The use of the 
word Mafia was carefully avoided 
throughout the Apalachin trial.” 


August 12 — Letter sent to 
Assistant Grand Venerable Cor- 
tese notifying him of Wessel 
material. 


August 12 — Letter sent ‘to 
Supreme Venerable Gorrasi 
which included Wessel letter and 
material. 


August 16 — Advisory Bulletin 
issued to keep members informed 
on progress of the Order’s cam- 
paign, 


SEPTEMBER 


September 12 — All Grand 
Venerables were kept. posted on 
the progress of the establishment 
of a national public relations net- 
work within the Order. 


September 26 — Letter and 
copy of column by Dave Reque 
in Washington Daily News sent 
to Grand Venerable Raeta of San 
Francisco, and Stephen D. Maf- 
fini, state public relations chair- 
man. They were asked to investi- 
gate comments by Reque who 
reported in his column that Paul 
Picerni “an official of the Sons 
of Italy, has joined the cast as 
one of the Untouchables.” Reque, 
interviewing John Payser, direc- 
tor of “The Untouchables,” asked 
if the show was receiving com- 
plaints because of “heavies hav- 
ing Italian names.” Payser said, 
“T don’t think there’s been so 
much feeling on that. A few 

weeks ago the Sons of Italy club 


/ 


- Ser, 


“To Undo Brainwashing’ 


Phere (Hollywood) invited us to a 
picnic and a game of bocci 
Dale 


OCTOBER 


October 2—Letter from Grand 
Venerable Raeta of San Fran- 
cisco, informing Order’s commit- 
tee that he was to meet with 
lodges in Los Angeles on October 
3 and would investigate remarks 
made by Dave Reque in Washing- 
ton Daily News column of Sep- 
tember 21. 


October 4 — Letter from Grand 
Venerable Raeta which stated 
that Sons of Italy Lodge in Holly- 
wood did not invite nor meet 
with Untouchables cast, and fur- 
ther, person by name of Paul 
Picerni was not and had never 
been a member of the Sons of 
Italy as had been reported by 
Reque in an interview with Pay- 
a director of “The Untouch- 
ables.” 


October 6 — Letter to Dr. Lich- 
ten of ADL suggesting dates for 
proposed meeting with ABC of- 
ficials. 


October 11 — Telephone con- 
versation ‘with Dr. Lichten of 
ADL in which dates for ABC 
meeting were proposed. 


October 13 — Letter to Grand 
Venerable Raeta of San Fran- 
cisco, commending him for his 
report on Reque incident. 


October 14 — Telegram re- 
ceived confirming October 28 as 
date for meeting with officials 
at ABC. 


October 14 — Letter from Dr. 
Lichten of ADL requesting offi- 
cials of Order and ADL meet 
prior to conference with ABC. 


October 14 — Letter to colum- 
nist Dave Reque of Washington 
Daily News setting record 
straight relative to the Order’s 
campaign and advising him of 
the inaccuracies of comments 
made by TV producer. 


October 19 — Letter sent to 
Richard E. Berlin, president of 
the Hearst Corporation, which 
said in part: “We have kept a 
close watch on newspapers 
throughout the country since the 
start of our campaign, and we 
haye found that the Hearst news- 
papers have contributed to a 
siuation which is distressing mil- 
lions of Americans of Italian 
origin.” 


October 24 — Letter received 
from Mr. Berlin which said: 
“Certainly the last thing in the 
world that we would ever want 
to do would be to injure the fine 
name of any of our great Italian 
citizens. I would be delighted to 
see you anytime you are in New 
York or anyone that you would 
deputize.” 


October 28 — Officials of the 


we 


VICTOR RIESEL 


“There has been a tendency 
on my part te use the word 
Mafia. It’s an unfortunate 
phrase because it identifies, in 
the minds of the American 
public, the Italian people with 
corruption. It would be as 
dirty as to identify all murder 
with the Jews because of Lepke 
... or all crime with the Irish 
because of “Legs” Diamond oF 
Dan O'Banion.” 

(Excerpt from a speech by 
the nationally syndicated col- 


umnist in Beth Israel Syno- 
gogue, Worcester, Mass.). 


Order met with officials! of the 
American Broadcasting Co. The 
Meeting was arranged by Nation- 
al Director Epstein and Dr. Lich- 
ten of ADL, both of whom at- 
tended. Presenting the Order’s 
‘pill of particulars’ against ABC 
and “The Untouchables” were 
National Public Relations Chair- 
man Marcello, Supreme Venera- 
ble Gorrasi, Grand Venerable 
Alessandroni, Judge Felix Forte, 
Ex-Supreme Venerable; and 
Judge Carmine <A; Ventiera, 
Grand Venerable of New York. 
Representing ABC were Leonard 
H. Goldenson, president of ABC- 
Paramount Theatres, Inc.; Oliver 
Treyz, president of ABC-TV; and 
Thomas W. Moore, vice-president 
of ABC-TV. 


October 31 — Letters were sent 
to ABC officials Mr. Goldenson, 


Mr. Treyz and Mr. Moore, which 


said in part: “The representa- 
tives of our organization who 
met with you came away from 


Continued On Next Page 


Victor Riesel Article 


Columnist Supports Order 


In June 1960 the Order's National Public Relations Com- 


. 
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mittee had written a letter of thanks to Victor Riesel, labor 
columnist, who‘had devoted an entire column which in essence 
supported the Order’s stand that there was no°* Mafia in the 
United States. -* 

In reply; ‘Riesel invited ‘Chairman Marcello to comment 
‘further on the Order’s‘campaign “to defend the good name of : 
the Italian people.” ues 

A dossier was prepared which explained why the Order 
lanuehed its campaign. It was supplemented by a number of 
“exhibits,” letters, etc., to show the unfairness of the then current 
trend to stereotype Italian-Americans as criminals. ; 

On receipt of the dossier, Riese] sent the following reply: 
“Dear Al: 

It was good getting your letter and the memo—which I have 
been using as a basis for some of the speeches I’ve made. It has : 
come in particularly handy these past weeks. fees: . one 

Let’s keep in touch. Let me know when you get to New York, tr 

Cordially, 
Victor 
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> dander up. And it is this 


F Many Facets i sgieiiions, 


“Continued From Preceding Page 


' the conference satisfied that a 
good beginning has been made.” 


October 31 — Letters sent to 
National Director Epstein and 
Dr. Lichten, expressing the 
Order’s appreciation for their 
part in. arranging conference 
with ABC. 


_ NOVEMBER 


November 2 — Letter from Mr. 
Goldenson of ABC, wherein he 
said: “We were happy to learn 
that you, too, felt that progress 
had been made in achieving a 
mutual appreciation and under- 
standing of the problem.” 


November 3 — Letter and draft 
of Advisory Bulletin sent to Mr. 
Moore of ABC, ¢Advisory Bulletin 
called off boycott.) 


November 3 — Letter from Na- 
tional Director Epstein of ADL 
in reply to letter of October 31, 
wherein he expressed that a “real 
step forward” was taken at the 
meeting. 


November 4 — Letter sent to 
Mr, Berlin in answer to letter of 
October 24 which carried sugges- 
tion of possible meeting between 
Order and Hearst Corporation. 


November 7 — Letter sent to 
Dr. Lichten of ADL thanking him 
for leaflet reprints of Walter 
Winchell's Columbus Day column. 


November 7 — Letter from Mr. 
Moore of ABC advising that two 
scripts were fo be submitted as 
*Mossible problem stories” for re- 
view and comment by Marcello. 
Mr. Moore also wrote: “The 
meeting with your group was ex- 
tremely beneficial to us, and I 
am sincerely hopeful that we will 
be able to bring about effective 
control of our future program- 
ming in such a way that it will 
not be in any way objectionable.” 


November 9 — Advisory Bulle- 
tin issued to members informing 
them of meeting with officials of 
ABC on October 28 and progress 
made ait the meeting. (The bul- 
letin called off Order’s boycott.) 


November 11 — Letter to Mr. 
Moore of ABC containing objec- 
tions to script received for re- 
view, “The Great Scarpi” episode 
in “The Roaring Twenties” series. 
The letter said in part: “I (Mar- 
cello) find the script for ‘The 
Great Scarpi’ highly objection- 
able. This is the sort of enter- 
tainment trash that gets our 
sort of 
thing, collectively and individual- 
ly, we oppose strongly.” 


November 16 — Letter to Mr. 
Moore of ABC containing com- 
ments on review of “Augie ‘The 
Banker’ Ciamino” script in “The 
Untouchables” series. Marcello 
said in part: “We recognize the 
fact that Mr. Adrian Spies’ script 
depicts the good and bad Italians, 
But again we pose the question: 
Why is it necessary to have Ital- 
jan names by the wholesale lot 
ina TV play? ... This is ‘Italian 


GOLDWATER 


SEN. 


Us. 


*.. Your approach to this 
problem is a good one, and I 
do hope it is successful,” 

(Excerpt from letter by Sen- 
ator Goldwater, member of the 
McClellan Commitiee to the 
Public Relations Committee). 


Night’ all over again. And a 
young viewer, not steeped in his- 
torical lore of the depression 
years, can only conclude from the 
Spies story that Chicago Italians 
were the only ethnic group ef- 
fected by the depression, and 
consequently violated the law to 
exist.” 


November 17 — Letter from 
Mr. Moore of ABC, which said: 
“Tt was good to discuss your two 
criticisms of our scripts over the 
telephone today. As I indicated 
to you, our progress will seem to 
be very slow in the beginning, but 
I am certain we will accomplish 
our objectives in time.” 


November 18 — Letter to Dr. 
Lichten of ADL apprising him of 
developments in ABC matter, 


November 18 — Letters were 
sent to Supreme Venerable Gor- 
rasi, Judge Forte, Judge Ales- 
sandroni, Judge Ventiera and Dr. 
Lichtén, to inform thenr of the 
public relations committee’s eval- 
uation of the two scripts sub- 
mitted for review by ABC. 


November 28 — Letter from 
Mr. Berlin of the Hearst Corpo- 
ration stating that.-Boston meet- 
ing could be held with Mr. Harold 
G. Kern, general manager of 
Hearst newspapers, and that Mr. 
Kern would contact committee. 


DECEMBER 


, December 27 — Letter from 
Alfred. R. Schneider, vice presi- 
dent, administration, ABC-TV, 
reauesting Order’s committee to 
talk with Fortune Pope, publisher 
of Il Progresso Ifalo-Americano 
of New York City, “advising him 


Significant Turn In Campaign 


‘Climate Is Changing’ 


The April 1961 edition of OSIA NEWS carried several develop- 
ments which brought about a significant turn in the Orders’ cam- 


paign. 


(1) An announcement by officials of ABC 


that “future 


‘Programs of ‘The Untouchables’ will not give fictional Italian 


names to characters,” 

(2) Assurance to the Order by ABC officials that the bulk 
of programs in “The Untouchables” selected for repeat showing 
following the regular season will not be concerned with Italian 
names. 

(3) Announcement by Desi Arnaz, Hollywood producer, 
promising that Desilu Studios will seek opportunities to feature 
personalities with Italian names in productions which will focus 
attention on “the great contributions that millions of Ameri- 
cans of Italian origin have made to advance the American way 
of life.” 
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of the subject matter of your 
discussions with our top manage- 
ment.” 


1961 
JANUARY 


January 3 — Letter sent to 
Fortune Pope, publisher of 
Progresso Italo-Americano of 
New York City, explaining the 
Order’s campaign regarding ABC 
and “The Untouchables” series. 


~ January 3 — Letter to Mr. 
Schneider of ABC which included 
copy of letter sent to Mr. Pope. 


January 4 — Letters sent to 
Supreme Venerable Gorrasi, 
Judge Alessandroni, Judge Forte 
and Judge Ventiera, apprising 


them of the Order’s work with | 


Mr. Pope of Il Progresso, 


January 13 — Letter received 
from Judge Alessandroni com- 
mending Marcello for “the thor- 
ough, frank and painstaking 
manner in which you presented 
the (Order’s) position to Mr. 
Fortune Pope.” 


January 27 — Letter and draft 
of press release sent to Mr. Moore 
of ABC prior to issuance of news 
release following scheduled meet- 
ing of Supreme Council in early 
February at Miami, Florida. 


January 31 — Letter received 
from Mr. Moore of ABC with 
return of press release. Mr. Moore 
said in part: ‘‘We are most grate- 
ful to you for acknowledging the 
progress we have made by a 
sincere effort to understand one 
another’s problems.” 


FEBRUARY 


February 4 — Press release 
issued to wire services and select- 
ed newspapers in the U. S, and 
Canada which highlighted Mar- 
cello’s report on the progress of 
the Order’s campaign made at 
the Supreme Council meeting in 
Miami. 


February 7 — Letter from U.S. 
Rep. Alfred E. Santangelo of New 
York commending the Order “for 
a job well done” in its campaign. 


February 8 — Copy of press 
release sent to Dr. Lichten 
of ADL, also advised that the 
Supreme Council had passed a 
resolution commending ADL for 
its cooperation in the Order’s 
campaign, 


February 8 —~ Copy of press 
release issued following Supreme 
Council meeting was sent to Mr. 
Moore and Mr. Schneider of ABC. 


February 14 — Letter sent to 
Domenico Florio of Il Progresso 
Italo-Americano regarding press 
release sent February 4. 


February 16 — Letter received 
from Mr. Florio of 1 Progresso 
noting February 4 release never 
received. 


& 


February 17 — Letter received 
by Supreme Venerable Gorrasi 
from Henry Edward Schultz, na- 
tional chairman of ADL, thank- 
ing the Order for the resolution 
adopted at the Supreme Council 
meeting commending ADL for its 
cooperation. 


February 18 — Letter and Feb- 
‘ruary 4 press release sent to 
Frank Cantelmo, managing edi- 
tor of IL Progresso. 


February 21 — Letter received 
from Mr. Moore of ABC acknowl- 
edging receipt of news release. 
His letter noted: “hope it will aid 
in setting the record straight 
as to our mutually cooperative 
efforts.” 


MARCH 


March 1—Letter received from 
National Director Epstein of ADL 
noting Order’s progress and re- 
affirming ADL’s support to the 
Order, 


March 8 — Letter sent to Mr. 
Moore of ABC requesting infor- 


le Relations are hundreds of letters: Repeat with the O 
campaign “to defend the good name of the Italian people.” From 
these we have selected several which are documentary proof wal the 


wide scope of the campaign). 


Thomas W. Moore, vice president ABC Television Network: — Zz * . 


Dear Mr, Marcello: 


} March 16, 1908 


mation as to ABC’s plans for 


. .. We are making progress toward our mutual aim. of 
the remaining 12 new (Untouchables) shows for this season, 
eight do not contain any Italian characterizations ... There will 
be 19 repeats during the remainder of the season . .. The spirit 
of our understanding was considered in arriving at the selection 
of our summer schedule. Of the 19 programs to be repeated, 
13 do not contain any Italian characterizations ... We have 
also instituted, effective with the broadcast of March 16, a* video 
announcement, which previously had been audio, to the effect 
‘that portions of the episodes are fictionalized. 

- I believe that this should indicate to you our carrying forth 
the cooperative effort which we had discussed many months — 
ago in connection with this television series. 

Sincerely yours, s 
Thomas W. Moore 


President gece) (written while : a Senate member): 


- August 12, 1959 
Dear Mr. Marcello: 


— It is a source of concern to me, as I know it is to you that 


there has been so much irresponsibility in the use of the desig- __ 


nation “Mafia.” Italian-Americans have always made. major 
contributions to our history, our culture, and our very security, 
Any attempt to stigmatize Italians or their American descend- 
ants by the loose application of a word of opprobrium must not 
be countenanced, 

You are free to use this statement at the convention next 
week as an expression of my views. j 

With kindest personal regards, I am 


Sincerely yours, 
John F. Kennedy 


U. S. Sen. Barry Goldwater of Arizona: 


July 10, 1959 


Dear Mr. Marcello 


Your letter of July 1, 1959, and enclosure have been received 
and carefully read. 

I would quite agree with you that there has been no sub- 
stantial evidence produced that would support well-publicized 
statements that there exists a “Mafia” in the United States. 


This is, as_your article in the OSIA NEWS so correctly 


points out, most unfair to this country’s fine Italian Americans 
whose industry and fine character have contributed much to 
the building of our nation. Your approach to this problem isa 


' good one, and I do hope it is successful. 


“Sincerely, 
Barry Goldwater 


John R. Bowers of the Ford Motor Company: 


August 13, 1959 
Dear Mr. Marcello: us ys 


. . . AS you indicated in your letter, there evidently has 


€ 


See ee eee ee eee ket tes 


phe 


been a great deal of misunderstanding about the Mafia in this | De y 


country. This apparently has increased substantially during 
the past year or two. While we certainly want to take advantage 
of public interest in scheduling programs which will be the 
highlight of the coming television season, we do not want 


to be a party to misconceptions with resulting detrimental ef- 


fects on many people whom we feel to be good friends of Ford, 
Such factors are playing an important part in our considera- 
tions as this television series devel6ps. 
~~ At the present time it is most unlikely that the reported 
program on the Mafia will be produced. Please be assured that 
sentiments expressed in your letter have been and will continue 
to be given every consideration in this and many other instances - 
which may come up. > 
Sincerely, 
John R. Bowers, Manager — 
Car Advertising iieataigt =: 


can newspapers in U. = and 


showing repeat episodes in “The 
Untouchables” summer schedule. 


March 16 — Letter received 
from Mr. Moore in reply to letter 
of March 8, stating that 19 shows 
were Scheduled for summer re- 
showing, 13 of which do not con- 
tain any Italian characteriza- 
tions and two have only a minor 
reference to an Italian character- 
ization. He also announced that 
a video and audio announcement 
would be made during each tele- 
cast to the effect that “portions 
of the episodes are fictionalized.”, 


March 20 — Press release to 


wire agit a and Itallan-Ameri- ‘ 
iy i 


— ae? ee, 


Canada containing the an- 
nouncement that the bulk of pro= 
grams on “The Untouchables” te — 
be repeated during the summer — 
would limit the use of Italian 
—— in criminal characterlza- 
ons. : 


March 21 — Letter sent _ 
National Director Epstein of A 
keeping him posted on ABC 
velopments. 


March 30 — Letter and cople 
of April issue sent to Mr. M 


By <A ‘ALFRED 1 


_ as the music. 

Fae Mr. Gilbert’s dialogue lends if- 
_ self admirably to the stage. But 
_ in a recording, with costumes and 
the action missing, some may 


__- find the spoken word distracting. 


_ If one man’s opinion is worth 
anything we found the recording 
refreshing because of the dia- 
- logue. We believe that the spoken 
word helps immeasurable to fol- 
low the plot. Then again this 
innovation helped to create the 


_ Milusion of a “live” performance. 


The cast is typical Savoyard. 
The performance is by members 
of the D’Oyly Carte Opera Co., 

-~Jong associated with Gilbert & 
‘Sullivan operas. Isidore Godfrey 
_ conducts the New Symphony Or- 
chestra of London and we don’t 
know of anyone who is more 


‘familiar with Gilbert & Sullivan 


operas than Maestro Godfrey. 
So it goes without saying that 
his interpretation is an excellent 
one. The sound is superb and a 
well executed booklet accompa- 
nies the two-disc set. ; 


Bernstein Touch 


‘Columbia Records has three 
new recordings which demon- 
strate the amazing versatility of 
- Leonard Bernstein. And the rep- 
ertoire range is wide. 

_ One album discusses HUMOR 
IN MUSIC and is taken from the 
popular television series which 
helped immeasurably for the lay- 
man to better understand music. 
Bernstein speaks, plays the piano, 

_ conducts the New York Philhar- 
monic Orchestra and even sings. 


_ Presented with charm and taste. 


A second album, OVERTURE, 


will surely find favor with the 


audiophile who likes this type of 


--music. The assortment of five 


overtures is an interesting one. 
_ Presented are three of the best 
known overtures such as Beetho- 
ven’s, Leonore Overtures No. 3; 


and Berlioz’s Benvenuto Cellini 
Overture. Well played and beau- 
tifully recorded. 

And completing the cycle is 
the recording of Ernest Bloch’s 
_ SACRED SERVICE featuring the 
voice of Robert Merrill. Music 
lovers will find much to savor 
here. This is an inspired perform- 
ance all-around. 


Operatic Gems 


There is a wealth of good 
listening in a new batch of opera 
recordings out of the London 
hopper. The singers are topnotch 
and the selections are certain to 
please the avid opera fan. 

The complete stereo recording 
of Puccini's TOSCA was released 


by London early in 1961. A new ~ 


recording now makes the high- 
lights available to the collector 
who prefers condensed opera 
versions. 

As in the complete Svan ag 
the stars of new release include 
Renata Tebaldi, Mario Del 
Monaco, Fernando Coreno and 

’ George London. The arias fea- 
tured are Vissi d’arte, E lucevan 
le stelle, Orsu, Tosca parlate, and 
‘Questo e il bacio di Tosca. 

Fernando Corena is featured in 


_ Rossini’s Semiramide Overture; 


~ 


: by 1 London Records. The chattne IOLANTHE is now 
available in stereo. But what makes this new release of 
4 dopa ieee interest to Gilbert & Sullivan followers is the 
fact that the album includes the spoken dialogue as well 


the recording in Cimarosa’s IL 
MAESTRO DI CAPPELLA and 
Mozart’s CONCERT ARIAS FOR 


BASS. This is also a stereo re-_ 


cording. Corena first recorded 
IL MAESTRO DI CAPPELLA 
some eight years ago and he was 
in excellent form then. Somehow 
the stereo release conveys the 
impression that Coreno did not 
enjoy his-role this time. His per- 
formance lacks the *charm and 
effectiveness of the old LP re- 
lease. No question about it, Co- 
reno has been better. 


Teresa Berganza is one of our 
favorites. In other recordings she 
has made for London, the Span- 
ish singer has demonstrated her 
ability to meet the challenges of 
the most exacting roles. And now 
she gives further proof of her 
versatility in the stereo recording 
18TH CENTURY ARIAS. 

Berganza sings eight selections 
ably assisted by the Orchestra of 
the Royal Opera House, Covent 
Garden, Alexander Gibson con- 
ducting. The numbers are taken 
from Paisiello’s Nina, Pazza per 

~ Amore; Handel’s Giulio Cesare; 
Gluck’s Alceste. and Orfeo ed 
Euridice, and Cherubini’s Medea. 

A good performance and ex- 

cellent sound. 


Humorous Side 


Humor at its best is to be heard 
in two new releases — MARK 
TWAIN TONIGHT (Columbia) 
and HOFFNUNG AT THE OX- 
FORD UNION (London). In a 
‘sense the humor is “worlds” apart 
since the Columbia recording is 
typical American and the London 
disc is every inch British. 

Hal Halbrook, the actor, whose 
name is synonomous with Mark 
Twain, gives a fabulous perform- 
ance in Columbia recording, 
available in both stereo and con- 
ventional hi-fi. He tells about the 
dangers of abstinence, the prob- 
lems of being a missionary, the 
slow train and the low dog, 
among other humorous incidents. 
A good show. 

There are plenty of laughs in 
the London LP recorded by the 


late Gerard Hoffnung. This one - 


apparently was taken from Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Co. tapes. Hoff- 
nung has the floor all to himself 
and goes through one hilarious 
routine after another, capped by 
a bit in which he reads a letter 
written by a bricklayer to his 
employer requesting sick leave. 


Critic’s Choices 


BRAHMS — Bruno Walter and 
the Columbia Symphony Orches- 
tra give a beautiful performance 
of Brahms’ Symphony No. 3 in F, 
Opus 90. This has the typical 
Walter touch—mellow and sensi- 
tive. Certainly, Walter is at his 
best here. The Brahms symphony 
takes one and 2 half sides. Varia- 
tions on a Fheme by Haydn, Opus 
56a rounds out the recording. 
Here, too, Walter is magnificent. 
(Columbia Records). 

* i * * 


RICCI — The San Francisco | 
violinist, Ruggiero Ricci in an 
impressive performance of some 
of the most difficult pieces es- 
sayed for a violin. The repertoire 
numbers Bartok’s Sonata for Solo 
Prokofiev’s Sonata for 


Violin; 


ol = 
petites best aren in easy doses. 
You'll appreciate the marvelous 


playing of Ricci all the more. — 


(London Records). 
ie * * 

ORMANDY — The Strings of 
the Philadelphia Orchestra con- 
ducted by Eugene Ormandy in a 
delightful recording, Serenade for 
Strings. The selections include 
such favorites as Vaughan Wil- 
liams’ Fantasia on Greensleeves; 
Borodin’s Nocturne; Tchaikov- 
sky’s Serenade in C, Opus 48, and 
Barber’s Adagio for Strings. 
There are no interpretive over- 
excesses here. Ormandy is the 
complete master of his splendid 
orchestra group. The reproduc- 
tion is tops. (Columbia Records). 


* = * 


BACH — George Malcolm, the 
harpsichordist, in a charming 
performance of Bach music. The 
recital is capped by ~ exquisite 
playing of the Italian Concerto, 
one of the few works published in 
the composer’s lifetime. Other se- 
lections in this wonderful album 
are Chromatic Fantasia, Toccata 
in D Major, and the French 
Suite No. 5 in G Major. There are 
a number of reasons why the au- 
diophile will want this album for 
his collection. But suffice to say, 
it’s top-drawer variety. (London 
Records). 

* * = 

LISZT — Ivan Davis, 28-year- 
old American pianist who won 
the Franz Liszt Competition in 
1960, makes his debut in this 
recording devoted exclusively to 
the Hungarian composer’s music. 
The selections include Concert 
Etude No. 3 in D Flat, La Campa- 
nella, Liebestraum, ~Hungarian 
Rhapsody No. 6, and Mephisto 
Waltz. This is a marvelous per- 
formance by a very talented 
young artist. Young Davis makes 
this an exciting excursion into 
Liszt music. (Columbia Records). 


Capsule Reviews 


La Giitarra Que Llora — The 
talented .Antonio Bribiesca in 
Stirring guitar recital of Latin- 
American music. Particularly ef- 
fective in the rendition of La 
Paloma and Un Viejo Amor. 
(Columbia Records) . 

* cd He 

Kokomo — An unusual record- 
ing by an unusual pianist. His 
inimitable style lends itself ad- 
mirably to a recital of such 
classics as Bizet’s Habanera; 
Schubert’s Serenade; Grieg’s 
Piano Concerto; Chopin’s Pola- 
naise; and Liszt’s Liebestraum. 
(London’s Felsted label). 

* * * 

Duke Ellington — Another re- 
cording on the unusual side with 
Duke Ellington and his orchestra 
playing interpretations of Peer 
Gynt Suites Nos. 1 and 2 by 
Grieg, On side two are selections 
from Suite Thursday which El- 
lington wrote in collaboration 
with Billy Strayhorn on a com- 
mission for the Monterey, Cali- 


fornia Jazz Festival. (Columbia 
Records). 
* * * 
Bill Black’s Combo — A dozen 


selections with “spiritual’’ over- 
tones are given an expert’s touch 
in this new release. At the top of 
the list are the selections When 
the Saints Go Marching In, 
Swing Low Sweet Chariot, Dry 
Bones, and Old Time Religion. 
(London’s Hi Records label). 


* * ~~ 


Danzas Mexicanas — A brace 
of Mexican dance tunes are 
played with gusto by the Orques- 
ta Mariachi de Rafael Carrion. 
A variety of instruments inter- 
lace these dance selections which 
typify the different sections of 
the Mexican caunixgside. (Co- 
lumbia Records). 


* * * 


Edmundo Ros — There’s no 
end to the versatility of Edmundo 
Ros and his orchestra. In this 
new stereo recording Ros gives 
a Cha Cha Cha touch to musical 
comedy favorites, These include 
I Could Have Danced All Night, 
They Say It’s Wonderful, I Love 
Paris, There’s Nothin’ Like A 
Dame, and People Will Say We’re 
In Love. (London Records). 


By RT. REV. MSGR. GUIDO L. PALLOTTA 
Every person in this world has an “attitude” towards 


_ others and.life in general which is either good, bad or in- 


different. It is this ‘‘attitude”’ which fashions the world 


around him in which he lives. 


If you think ill of a person, or of an institution, you 
plant a secret spring of poison in your soul, and this poison ~ 
will affect every thought you express and every action 
you do. Like a boomerang, furthermore, it will come back 
to do far more damage to you than to the object of this — 


attitude. 


On ‘the other hand, if your attitude is wholesome, 


kind, unsuspicious and cheerful, 
only will bring out the ‘best’ in others 
it will immeasurably reward 
you for improving the attitude of those 
who come under your wholesome in- 
fluence. There is no greater reward than 
a smile or a face brightening up because 


but, also, 


of your attitude. 


BEAUTY is reflected in the attitude of 
your mind. If you think that the world 
is ugly and against you, then it will be. 
But, the moment you think and feel that 
the world is beautiful and with you, then 
it will take you in its lap and warm you, 
cheer you, and show you its undiscovered 


beauty. 


it not 


FR. PALLOTTA — 


HAPPINESS is yours, if you develop an attitude of 
happiness in your dealing with others, and if you regard 
yourself and your worldly interests with a saving sense 
of humor. Remember the saying: “Laugh, and the whole 
world laughs with you. Cry, and you ery alone!”” Nothing 
lessens sorrow, or diminishes the enormity of a calamity 


as an attitude of happiness. 


SUCCESS is yours, if your attitude is optimistic; fail- 
ure, if it is pessimistic. Every successful man thinks success 
at all times. He never considers the possibility of failure 
but, if it comes he accepts it graciously. He knows that - 
God does not measure the results so much as the effort 
we make. So, with an attitude of success, he works as 
though everything depends upon himself, and he prays 
as though everything depends upon God. "He accepts the 
results with happy resignation. 

Your attitude towards life makes life what it is. The 
more you love beauty and seek it, the more beauty you 
will see in everybody everywhere you go, and everybody 
will see beauty in you. The happier your attitude is towards 
life in general, the happier will your life be. A more con- 
fident attitude of success in everything you do, and you 


will be more successful. 


You must not sit back and wait for Beauty, Happi- 
ness: and Success to form your attitude but, rather, form 
your attitude first and the rest will follow. 

What is your attitude towards the salvation of your 


soul? 
Connecticut high single without a mark, Flo- 
rio, Norwalk, 88, and Mary Maz- 
Sta te Bowl ING Pie cesar Frank Dad- 
Tournament <- gie mncon a 


And Banquet 


BRISTOL, Conn. — Supreme 
and Grand Lodge officers were 
among the 130 persons attending 
a banquet highlighting the Grand 
Lodge’s semi-annual bowling 
tournament. 

In attendance were First Assis- 
tant Supreme Venerable and Mrs. 
John Ottaviano Jr., of New Hav- 
en; Grand Venerable Edwin T. 
Chariott of South Norwalk; 
Grand Recording Secretary 
Louis N. Nardelli of: Waterbury, 
annd Antonio Ciarletto, state 
sports chairman. 


Eleven teams competed in the 
tournament. Winnérs in the 
Ladies’ and Men’s Divisions were 
Anita Garibaldi Lodge of Tor- 
rington, 1367 pinfall, and Con- 
cordia Lodge of Torrington, with 
a pinfall of 1776. Second place 
honors went to Fede and Amore 
Lodge of Southington, 1329 and 
Besaglieri la Marmora Lodge of 
Bristol, 1725. 

Other winners: high three 
string, Leone, Norwalk, 410, and 
Caravati, Torrington, 296; high 
single, Palaia, Bristol, 152, and 
Josephine Richards, Willimantic, 


forte, Torrington; Vincent Palia, 
Anthony Montella, Dan Masse- 
glia, Al Fellin, Frank Labaiola 
and James Battista. 


Chicago Lawn 
Lodge Notes 
36th Anniversary 


CHICAGO—A large gathering 
of members and friends attend- 
ed the 36th annual dinner and 
dance sponsored by Chicago 
Lawn Lodge No. 1693 at the 
Clearing Industrial Club. 

Alderman Dominick J. Lupo 
was principal speaker. Other 
speakers included Grand Ven- 
erable Humphrey W. Serritelia, 
Judge Alexander J. Napoli, Ex- 
Grand Venerable and Venerable 
Louis Manfredi. Carmen Precia 
was chairman. (- 


FOR RENT 
SCIRETTA PARK IN NATICK 


Available for Picnics, Outings to all 
organizations, church groups, clubs, 


etc. Has Baseball Field, Bocci Court, f 
Fireplaces, Tables and Benches, 


Call or write: Mr. Nick Sciretta | 
| 95 Windsor Ave., Natick, Mass. 
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Contributions Now 


Top $47,000 


, Contributions the past month totaling $5,685 have 
raised total funds remitted to $47,195.60 in the nationwide 
drive to raise $400,000 for the proposed National Memo- 
rial Home to be built in Washington, D. C. 

The largest remittance, $5,000, = 
Was presented to Gov. John A. 
Volpe of Massachusetts, national 
chairman of the fund drive, by 
Venerable William Amoroso of 


| National Home Drive 


Nnors se 


ye taly Oonors — 
« Judge Marino 
Of Baltimore 
BALTIMORE, Md.—Judge Vito 
A. Marino, Ex-Grand Venerable 
of the Mar#land Order, was pre- 
sented the Republic of Italy’s 
Star of Solidarity medal at cere- 
monies hkeld in Philadelphia. 


‘Presentation was made at a 


reception March 17 at the Italian 
Consulate by 
Consul Gener- : 
al Count Ed- 4 


06. John P. Crisconi is state 
chairman. . 
West Virginia 
Grand Venerable Angelo Viani, 


Roma Lodge No. 71 of Washing- pairmont, reports recent remit- 
ton, D.C., who is also chairman tance of $372, bringing total col- gardo del Val- 33 
of region 2. lections and remittances to lino, in com- 
ie gee also were gti bas paige Petes ale BRANTFORD, ONT., LODGE CONTRIBUTES $300 aR of 
rom elaware, $25; inois, ashington, D. C. ? e an- 
$345: Indiana, $50; Massachu- Roma fae No. 71 members Grand Venerable Anthony Farang of Toronto, lett, provins niversary of eax 
t getis. $65, and Pennsylvania, $200. raised and remiitted $5,000, far “ial chairman of the home drive, looks on as Venerable William [taly’s unifi- 
| State chairmen from Massa- surpassing lodge quota-of $1,200. Giannetti of Rossini Lodge No. 18 of Brantford, center, presents tation. - 


chusetts, New Jer Alabama, Rafaele Urciolo is chairman, and check for $300 to Grand Trustee Nicholas Zaffiro of Hamilton, Marino was 
Ontario and West Virginia, report Alfanso Tana, co-chairman. provincial co-chairman of the drive. sonferred the 
money on hand totaling $1,763.50. award for his 
This amount would bring total past and pres- 
collections in the drive to ent activities 
* $48,959.10. MARINO on behalf. of 

First Assistant Grand Venera- Italy. In 1946 he was chairman 
ble Peter E. Donadio, Dorchester, of the Maryland Aid to Italy 
Mass., reports $736.50; Grand Committee. He is president of the 
Venerable Francesco Palleria, 


Paterson, N. J., $214; William J. 
Sabatini, Birmingham, Ala., $141; 
Nicholas J. Zaffiro, Hamilton, 
Ont., $300, and Grand Venerable 
Angelo Viani, Fairmont, W. Va., 
$372. ; 

Reports were received from the 
following states: 


Alabama 
» State Chairman Sabatini, Bir- 
mingham, reported $400 remitted 
and $141 on hand for a total of 
$541 collected. The State quota 
ds $1.500. 


Connecticut 


First Assistant Supreme Vener- 
able John Ottaviano Jr., New 
Haven, reported collections and 
remittances now total $2,388.26. 
A mass meeting of lodge chair- 
men was held last month in Bris- 
tol to discuss ways and means to 
raise the remainder -of the State’s 
$9,000 quota. 


MARLBORO, MASS., LODGES DONATE $500 TO HOME FUND 


Gov. John A. Volpe, second from left, national chairman of the National Memorial Home 
fund drive, is presented contribution of $500 by officials of the two Marlboro, Mass., lodges. From 
left to right, Dr. Peter P. Cottone, chairman of the drive, who donated $100; Governor Volpe, Mrs. 
Joseph Trolla, venerable of the Women’s Lodge, wno was chairman of the women’s drive; Venerable 
Dante A. Masciarelli, venerable of the Men’s Lodge No. 240, and Joseph Trolla, venerable-elect of 
the Men’s Lodge. The money was raised by personal solicitations of members of both lodges. 


LODGE RAISES *5,006 


Paul D’Agostino 


Italian American Organization of 
Maryland. 

He is chairman of the Grand 
Lodge’s public relations commit- 
tee, vice-chairman of Mayor 
Grady’s Columbus Day Celebra- 
tion Committee, and treasurer 
and a past president of the Trial 
Magistrate Association. 

He was appointed a Trial 
Magistrate by former Gov. Her- 
bert R. O’Conor during World 
War II for his work in organiz- 


_ ing a 3,000-man militia which he 


headed with the rank of captain. 
He has been reappointed by suc- 
ceeding Governors, and recently 
was reappointed to an additional 
two-year term by Governor 
Tawes. 

He has been employed as an 
insurance consultant for Metro- 
politan Life Insurance Company 
of New York since 1937. He is 


‘Geechee Continued From Page One Alfonso Fiore $100 Banquet To Be Held bee eae Cah Ohne Balas 

A $300 contribution by Rossini : ( May 21 at Boston Life Underwriters Association; 
Lodge, Brantford, raised total Mrs. Mary Tana, Mrs. Evelyn Vincent Tonelli 100 the Maryland Association of 
collections to $1350 towards quota Marchionna and Mrs. Florence Dr. Joseph Abbate 50 BOSTON—Supreme and Grand Health Underwriters and past 
of $3,500. Four lodges of Niagara Teciole: Dr. F. Joseph Amato 50 Grand Lodge officers will be director of the International 
peninsula are planning a rally Ot ike? 00s Gore Ugo Carusi 50 among the guests who will attend Association of Health Under- 


and dance to raise funds for the 
drive. Grand Venerable Anthony 


following gave $50 or more: 


Antonio Cestone 
Dr. and Mrs. Paul 


50 the testimonial banquet honoring 
Grand Venerable Paul A. D’Agos- 


writers. 
He is married to the former 


Farano and Grand Trustee Nich- William Amoroso $1,025 g : : Frances Corrao and 
olas J. Zaffiro are provincial Oswald Fabrizio 500 ie ; 60 tino, Green Harbor, on Sunday three sons, Saal Ludy ae 
co-chairmen. Acyiitertiaas On a ee evening, May 21 in the Imperial ———————— —— — 

Wes aTiet SoLeN y Marchionna 50 Ballroom of the Hotel Statler 

Illinois Louis and Josephine Carta 110 Tony Migliaccio 50 Hilton. 
“ge Financial Secretary An- Joseph F. Belfiore 100 P. Richard Pelicano 50 First Assistant Grand Venera- j 6O FOR 

tonetta Vigna, Chicago, remitted Frank Cascio Mr. and Mrs. Alfonso Tana 50 bile Peter E. Donadio, Dorchester, 
$345 on behalf of State Chairman (in memoriam) 100 Tenaglia, Ricci, Inc. 50 is banquet chairman, Delegations A MAN TH AT se 
Anthony Paterno. Ilinois mem- Michele Fagnano 100 Antonio Troiano 50 from Bay State lodges will attend. Bx 


bers have now collected and re- 
mitted $6,200. 
$7,000. 


State quota is 


Indiana 
State Chairman Domenick J. 
Colone reports collections and re- 
mittances of $285. Quota is $1,500. 


NICKELS AND DIMES AID FUND 


By ALBERT A. MAINO 


The youth of the Massachusetts Order are 
contributing their nickels and dimes towards 
the fulfillment of the Order’s goal—a National 


pirations of the Order Sons of Italy in America. 
They are imbued with the spirit and con- 
science of the Order, and they understand that 


New York they are an integral part of the Order. 
State Chairman Andrew C. Memorial Home in Washington, D, C. The junior lodges contributing to the Order’s 
Bongiorno, Glen Cove, reports Reports submitted by First Assistant Grand campaign to raise $400,000, are: Revere Girls 
$3,986.47 collected* a Venerable Peter E. Donadio of Dorchester, state Junior Lodge, $30; Waltham Boys Junior Lodge, 


nd remitted. 
He indicated further contribu- 
tions will be received at Grand 
Convention, June 2, 3 and 4. 


Pennsylvania 


raised 


Pennsylvania members 
an additional $200 
remitted, bringing 
tions and remittances to 
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chairman, show that seven junior lodges within 
_the Massachusetts Junior Division have made 
contributions to the Home Fund totaling $137.50, 

It is significant to note that dues of junior 
members are nominal and therefore junior lodge 
treasuries are not filled to overflowing. 

In fact, junior lodge budgets come under the 
closest scrutiny by the youngsters with the 
hope they will be in balance by year’s end. 

And yet, with all this, the junior members 
display a keen sense of responsibility to the as- 


$25; Norwood Girls Junior Lodge, $25, Water- 
town Girls Junior Lodge, $25; Waltham Girls 
Junior Lodge, $22.50; Lawrence Girls Junior 
Lodge, $5, and Lawrence Boys Junior Lodge, $5. 

The men and women of the Order can take 
heart in the knowledge that their young sons 
and daughters are ready and willing to carry 
on the noble work of the Order. 

And, too, perhaps even learn a lesson in re- 
sponsibility—if you haven't made your contri- 
bution to the Home fund, do it now. 
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